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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Abstract of the thirteenth Report. 


The Rev. Leander Van Ess, of Marburg, a Roman Catholick 
writes:— 

You will rejoice, that chiefly through your assistance, I have 
been enabled to disperse, (up to June, 1816.) 51,146 copies of my 
New Testament, 2,500 of Luther’s Bible, and 2,300 of his New 
Testament, on the highway of the Lord, among my Catholick as well 
as Protestant brethren. Soe from my own experience, and that 
of my correspondents, joyfully testify, that the main object, in thus 
disseminating the Holy Scriptures, has been accomplished; that a 
spirit of vital religion has been diffused; and that many, illuminated 
by the light of divine truth, and strengthened with power from on 
high, now lead a holy and useful life. 

My New Testament appeared in some districts, where thousands 
of Catholicks knew the Bivle only by name. I could easily dispose 
of 30,000 copies of my New Testament among Catholicks, and sev- 
eral thousand of Luther’s Bible among Protestants. 

The committee, anxious to encourage the exertions of this pious 
Catholiek while opportunity favours his zeal, made two separate 
grants of 500. each, to assist them. 

Another Catholick clergyman, in correspondence with your soci- 
ety, has, within a short space of time, distributed nearly 20,000 
New Testaments, and is preparing the means of a further and more 
extensive distribution. 

This correspondent has also had the happiness to witness the 
most beneficial effects of his labours, of which many instances 
might be adduced. 2 

In one of his letters the following passage occurs:— 

“Old men, who had never learned to read, are now desirous to 
learn, that they, in their advanced age, may find consolation from 
the Holy Scriptures.” 

A letter from a Capuchin monk, to whom a donation of 50/. was 
presented, to enable him to distribute the Scriptures, states that 
the Bible is now read by thousands of Catholicks with devout atten 
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tion and cordial joy, and that the writer himself had induced many 
parish ministers and school-masters to introduce the New Testa- 
ment into their congregations and schools. 

Of the Prussian Bible Society, it is remarked: 

When your committee advert to the character and proceedings 
of this important society; when they consider the contributions it 
has raised, the auxiliaries it has organized, the copies of the Scrip- 
tures it has distributed, and those it is preparing for distribution; 
they cannot but feelingly participate in the gratification expressed 
by his Prussian majesty, on “the religious spirit in which the bene- 
ficial undertaking of the Prussian Society has been conducted,” and 
in the persuasion that its example will produce the most advanta- 
geous effects in several parts of Germany. 

With respect to Germany, it is stated:— 

Of the augmented circulation of the Scriptures in Germany, it 
is a sufficient proof, that the demand for Bibles, by the numerous 
societies established in that country, is now so great, that the Can- 
stein Institution at Halle, on which thev had been accustomed 
chiefly to depend for supplies, is no longer able, notwithstanding 
the most strenuous exertions, to furnish the number required, and 
the Bible societies are under the necessity of printing them for 
their own distribution. 

In Denmark the Danish Bible Society is in a progressive state, 
with respect to the increase of its benefactors and subscribers; and 
its committee look forward with hope to the beneficial effects of 
the interest which it is gaining in the publick mind. It has nearly 
finished the revision of the Danish New Testament for the press, 
and has resolved to print an edition of the Creolese New Testament 
for the use of the christian negroes. 

A very flourishing auxiliary has been formed at Odensee, the 
capital of the island of Fuehnen, under the auspices and presidenc 
of the crown prince, Christian Frederick. Of the interest which 
his royal highness takes in this cause, a judgment may be formed 
from the following extract of a letter with which he has honoured 
the president of this society: 

‘Nor do | feel less pleasure in availing myself of this opportu- 
nity, to express my high regard for the society, and the good wishes 
I shall eyer entertain for the successful progress of an institution 
on which I pray the divine blessing of Providence may ever rest.” 

More than fifty auxiliary societies or Bible associations, have 
been formed in that part of the Danish dominions, between the 
Little Belt and the town of Altona. 

These extraordinary exertions, which are still carrying on, have 
increased the demand for the Scriptures beyond tie power of the 
Sleswig-Holstein Society to satisfy it. yeh 

The intelligence from Sweden, respecting the Bible Institutions 
in that country, is highly gratifying. The zeal which animates the 
Swedish Bible Society has been imparted, in a considerable degree, 
to the publick at large, is gradually acquiring influence, and is dis- 
played in unremitting efforts for extending the circulation of the 
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Holy Scriptures, which are more eagerly sought for thanever. For 
this purpose, among other judicious measures, the arrangements 
for printing at Stockhelm have been multiplied and enlarged. 

he committee of the Gottenburg Auxiliary Society, have sup- 
plied all the workhouses, prisons, houses of charity, and hospitals, 
within their district, with copies of the sacred volume. Their 
funds indeed have been devoted to the benefit of the poor; and, on 
this account, although their subscriptions are considerable, they 
are far from being adequate to the demands upon them. The com- 
mittee still, however, proceed in the gratuitous distribution of the 
Scriptures to the necessitous; “confident” (to use their own words) 
“that Divine Providence will not permit the good work to be inter- 
rupted, for want of means to carry it on.” 

rhe circulation of the scriptures by the Arosian Auxiliary Soci- 
ety at Westeras has been considerable; but the poverty of the 
people is so great, that the annual income of the society is not 
equal to a third of the value of the copies distributed gratis. A _ 
parochial inquiry has been iastituted, to ascertain the spiritual 
wants of the inhabitants of this province. 

The Gothland Auxiliary Society continues its exertions. 

The Upsala Bible Society. To the formation of this institution, 
which has been established under the most favourable circumstances, 
the clergy of the diocese were urgently invited by a truly pastoral 
address to its president, the archbishop of Sweden, from which 
the following is a quotation: “Ti2 door is opened, my brethren, to 
promote the increase of Christ’s kingdom; and who ought to have 
this more at heart than ourselves, who are called to spread the say- 
ing knowledge of God, and Jesus Christ, whom he has sent?” The 
archbishop has declared his determination to establish Bible asso- 
ciations in every part of his jurisdiction. 

By the pious benevolence of a young nobleman, Chamberlain 
Henck, a society has been formed, under his presidency, for the 
province of Nevike, and meets with great encouragement and 
support. 

A Bible Society has been instituted for the diocese of Skara, one 
of the most populous provinces in Sweden. The inhabitants are said 
to be poor, but religiously disposed: many of them are destitute of 
Bibles, and anxious to obtain them. 

At Carlstadt a Bible suciety has been established for the govern- 
ment and diocese of Vermeland, under the patronage and direction 
of the bishop, and the lord lieutenant of the country. The popu- 
lation of this district is estimated at 140,000; the want of the scrip- 
tures in Vermeland is great, as well as the desire to possess them. 

All the Bible societies in Sweden are considered as auxiliaries 
to the Swedish National Society at Stockholm; and there are only 
three dioceses in which societies remain to be instituted. Bible 
associations are forming in different parts of the kingdom. 

Your committee remark, with pleasure, a proposal from the 
Swedish Bible Society to that of St. Petersburg, for opening a cor- 
respondence between them on the object of their respective insti- 
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tutions, with a view to their mutual information and benefit; and 
that it had been accepted. 

For the deep interest which has been excited in Sweden to cir- 
culate the holy Scriptures, that country is greatly indebted to the 
pious zeal and energy of the highly respectable president of the 
Swedish Bible Society, his excellency Count Rosenbald. In the 
midst of his laborious official duties as one of the first ministers of 
state, he has found time to devote the closest attention to the con- 
cerns of the Bible society; animating the zeal of the members, and en- 
couraging their labours. by his own example. 

The establishment of a Norwegian Bible Society, under the most 
respectable patronage, as been announced by its committee, who 
had commenced their operations by revising the New Testament 
for the press. 

The field opened in Russia for the circulation of the holy Scrip- 
tures, expands to an almost unlimited extent. Of the number of 
copies required for supplying the subjects of that immense empire, 
who are of Russian origin, and speak the Russian language, it is 
scarcely possible to form an estimate, as the committee of the Aux- 
iliary Society at Moscow state, that they alone could distribute one 
hundred thousand Bibles. “Entire governments, whole dioceses. 
and circles of Bible societies, raise their voices to the committee 
at St. Petersburg, entreating them to supply the spiritual hunger of 
millions, which has been excited by the distribution of the oracles 
of God. Whenever an edition has been published, another has 
been almost immediately required; and, notwithstanding the ut- 
most exertions of the Russian Bible Society, whose monthly ex- 
penses now exceed the whole expenditure of their first year, they 
are unable to satisfy the demand for the Scriptures, not only in the 
Slavonian, but even in the German, Finnish, Esthonian, Lettonian, 
and various other Janguages.”’ 

Such is the description of the spiritual wants of Russia, as given 
by the noble and pious president of the Russian Bible Society; the 
sphere of its operations must also be considered as comprehending 
the countries to the east of the Black Seas; Anatolia, to the south 
of it; Armenia, Georgia, Persia, Tartary, and others. 

But, however great and various the claims on the Russian Bible 
Society may be, claims which its active benevolence has invited, it 
is pleasing to remark, that the disposition to meet them is adequate 
to their magnitude; and if a judgment may be formed from what 
the society has effected in the four years since its establishment, 
there is every reason to anticipate the highest degree of success 
from its future exertions. 

The measures which have been adopted to make known the exis- 
tence of the institution, to excite a permanent interest in its object, 
to augment the number of its members and friends, to procure cor- 
respondents, and effective agents for the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures, together with the establishment of new branches and Bible 
associations, prove that nothing has been omitted, which zeal could 
suggest, or industry accomplish, for extending the benefits of the 
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institution in every possible way. With these views, and with 
credentials from prince Galitzin, in the name of the committee of 
the Russian Bible Society, the Rev. Mr. Pinkerton was deputed in 
March, 1816, on a tour. through the southern previnces of the em- 
pire comprising, with the Germanick part of his journey, an extent 
of nearly 7,000 English miles. 

As extracts of his correspondence have been published for the 
information of the members of the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety, and will also appear in the appendix to your committee’s re- 
port, they will only briefly advert to some few of the most material 


occurrences in his interesting narrative; blending with his infor- 


mation, that obtained from other sources. 

The formation of new branch societies at Cronstadt, a naval sta- 
tion; at \Charkof in the Ukraine, Tula, Sympherpole, Odessa, 
Wilna, Moghiley, Witepsk, and Blalystock, claims the first notice. 

One general statement may, with little qualification, be applied 
to the whole; that the meetings convened for the establishment of 
these societies, were attended by many of the principal persons, of 
all confessions, cordially uniting for promoting the temporal and 
eternal welfare of their feilow creatures, through the circulation of 
the holy Scriptures, according to the liberal principle of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. 

This harmonious co-operation was a striking feature in the orig- 
inal institution of the Russian Bible Society: it has been since pre- 
served and imitated by all its branches. At its third and last 
anniversary, the noble president was supported, on either side, by 
a most respectable archbishop of the Greek church. and the metro- 
politan of the Catholick clergy; and the meeting, as on former occa- 
sions, exhibited an assemblage of the clergy and principal persons 
of various nations and confessions, animated by one spirit of zeal, 
concord, and mutual benevolence. In numerous instances, the 
dignitaries of the Rowan Catholick church have taken a distinguished 
part in recommending the object of the institution. 

( Lo be continued.) 


—_—e 


Extracts of correspondence, published by the committee in monthly 
numbers. 


From the second report of the Swedish Bible Society. 


With renewed and sincere veneration, and under a sense of 
deep gratitude, your committee again bring before you a name 
which we have all learned to reverence;—that of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society—the parent of every Bibie institution through. 
out the world. Their zeal shrinks not from the most extended un. 
dertakings, and their wisdom aud liberality entitie them to thag¢ 
honourable name. ‘The year past has, like the preceding, witnesse 
their love for the Swedish Bible work; and not only has this society 
received from them 300l. (which have materially aided our cause’) 
but they have likewise, with a parental affection, rendered pow e,. 














70 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


ful assistance, either for the support of existing auxiliary societies 
in our native land, or as‘encouragement to bring new ones into ex- 
istence. 

By means of these providential subsidies, united to the exertions 
and liberality of friends at home, our biblical work has been kept 
in progress; and your committee have been enabled to publish 
13,000 complete Bibles, and 8,000 New Testaments; most assuredly 
the greatest number of copies of the Scriptures ever issued from the 
Swedish press in one year. The total published, (commencing 
with those of the evangelical society,) amounts to 72,600 New 
Testaments, and $1,500 Bibles; besides 3,000 copies of David’s 
Psalms, all which (with the exception of 5,000 Bibles, and 3,000 
New Testaments) are already in the hands of the publick. 

Cologne, July 19, 1817.—Our Bible society prospers, and we 
often meet with signal proof of the distinguished regard in which 
the word of God is held, not only by our Protestant, but also by 
some of our Catholick brethren, whose mouths overflow with expres- 
sions of gratitude and admiration, for being put into possession of 
so inveluable a book, (the New Testament,) at such an easy rate, 
and even receiving it gratuitously. One person lends his copy to 
another: some express their readiness to oblige their neighbours by 
any friendly service in their power, if they will but procure them 
a copy of the New Testament. Let me specify two instances that 
fell under my own observation: 

A Catholick borrowed a Testament of a lady—was exceedingly 
ss lored a copy, and, having obtained it, was at a lose 

ow to testify his joy and gratitude. “Money,” he said to the la- 
dy, “cannot pay for such a treasure: I possess a weatherguage, (a 
kind of fish hewing the weather,) which I have fondly nursed for 
ears; will you accept of it as a smal! token of my grateful joy?” 

The same lady resented a New Testament to another Catholick, 
who paid a rix dollar (about three shillings) for it; yet not satisfied 
with this, he pressed his benefactress to accept of a beautiful snuff- 
box of mother of pearl. Several others were so pleased with the 
contents of the New Testament, that, after having perused part 
of it, they sent in from three to five shillings as an acknowledge- 
ment, and gave alms to the poor. 

From a Roman Catholick Clergyman on the Continent. 

1 am occupied both day and night; feeling no disposition in this 
time of difficulty to relax my efforts, but, on the contrary, a resolu- 
tion to apply my utmost strength to this divine work. The injuri- 
ous opposition given to it has required, and still requires, my most 
close and unceasing attention. Indeed, but for the sufficiency of 
the grace of God supporting me, it must have exhausted my strength. 
The very powers of darkness are spreading their murky wings to 
stop the breaking forth of the light of the Gospel, now so happily 
evident in al! parts. But neither this, nor any other, thing they 
can do, wakes me afraid; on the contrary, l arm myself with double 
activity to distribute the New Testament, and am resolved that the 
wheels shall go round the faster for their obstruction. 
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The enclosed account exhibits the number of copies of the New 
Testament which I have dispersed, or am about to disperse. It 
will show that the work of tne almighty and merciful God, in the 
distribution of his word, goes on still prospering, by his help, in 
the very midst of his enemies. And how many more copies still 
could I distribute, if the tender hearts and munificent hands of your 
Bible committee should be so opened, as to supply me with the 
requisite funds! The sums that I am obliged to be bold to ask of 
you, are indeed very large; but how vastly greater, nay, transcend- 
ing all price, is the value of souls redeemed by the precious blood 
of Christ, and to be healed by his doctrine! Nor less weighty is 
that crown, immortal and imperishable, which he shall receive, with 
and from the Saviour, to whom, before the throne of the Lamb, it 
shall be said, in sounds of heavenly approbation, *“Forasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me!” 

N. B. A very large grant has been lately made, to assist this 
correspondent in distributing the Scriptures. 

St. Petersburg, July 29, 1817.—On the 7th instant; siateen wag- 
gon loads of Bibles and Testaments were all sent off at once for 
different parts of the empire. Our yesterday’s sitting of commit- 
tee lasted upwards of three hours; and the accounts read from the 
provinces were of the most exhilarating kind. The venerable ex- 
arch of Moldavia writes to the committee, that he will use every 
means in his power to get the New Testament translated into the 
Bulgarian tongue, and that he is now corresponding with learned 
men of that nation, about the most proper steps to be taken for 
gaining this very necessary and desirable object. 

In Rezan aud Saratoff, two new provincial societies have been 
formed; the first among a population of 882,000 souls, and the se- 
cond for a population of 717,000, of whom 56,000 are German 
Colonists, settled ox the banks of the Wolga. The Saratoff auxili- 
ary promises great usefulness, and has already sent in 15,000 ru- 
bles, to aid the funds of the parent society. Bible associations are 
forming rapidly in different quarters, under the auspices of the 
provincial institutions. ‘The Tula Society has no fewer than seven 
district associations. The Arensburg branch has an equal number. 
The white Russian Bible society in Moghiley. has already formed 
two associations in the towns of Mestislaff and [schirikoff. The 
printing of the French Bible, and of the 12mo Slavonian Testament, 
is now completed, and a copy of each was presented to the com- 
tnittee. It was also agreed to print 200 cepies of the Gospel of St. 
Matthew, in the Kirgisian dialect of the ‘lartar, at the missionary 
press in Astrachan. ‘This translation is the labour of Mr. Fraser, 
uussionary at Orenburg. After a} .pse of many months, and after 
very considerable difficulties, it was finally resolved to accept the 
proposal of the rich Greek meichant, Zosima, to print an edition 
of the Greek Bible of 3,000 copies, at his expense, for the benefit of 
the Gieek nation. This edition will be prepared from the most 
approved texts of the Septuagint, and of the Greek New Testa- 
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ment, without notes or comments, and will be printed under the 
superintendence of the Moscow committee. 

An interesting letter was laid before the committee, with a sub- 
scription of 389 rubles, from the directors of the mines of Nerts- 
cliinsk, on the borders of China. 

The Wilna Society is now showing great activity; and the Odes- 
sa society informs us of its having received a transport of 1,265 co- 
pies of the Scriptures, which will enable it to carry forward its la- 
bours of love. In Tahanrog the association prospers so much that 
we expect soon to hear of its having become an auxiliary branch. 
The official accounts were also read respecting the formation of 
the Bialastok Bible society. 


—— 


SUPERSTITION AND CRUELTY OF HINDOOS. 
[The following speech of major general Prole, at the anniver- 
sary meeting of the Bristol Church of England Missionary Asso- 
ciation, is ove of peculiar interest, being chiefly confined to a de- 
scription of the superstitions and cruelties of the Hindoos, to 
which the speaker was himself a witness; having been for thirty- 
six years an officer in the British service, in India.—Ep. ] 


“After a military service of forty years, including an actual resi- 
dence of thirty-six years in India, I can truly say, that the people 
of the east are in a deplorable state of darkness with respect te 
religion. 

They do indeed profess to believe in a supreme God, but their 
popular deities resemble those of Greece and Rome. As Cowper 
says, “Gods such as guilt makes welcome.” 

If our forefathers under the dominion of the Druids and their 
cruel superstitions were to be pitied, so are the Hindoos under 
their Brarmins avd the dominion of the powers of darkness; by 
which I would express not only litera! devils, but the powers of 


“qj ivnorance, superstition, prejudice, and sin, which is the blackness 


of hank ness. 

Ad have,twice passed by the temple of Juggernaut, marching with 
troops, andXvoth times we were halted to afford an opportunity for 
the Hindoos t® worship the idol. I beheld the avenues to the tem- 
ple strewed witin sculls and human bones, and heard one of our own 
— young surgeons exclaim in professional enthusiasm “Oh what a 
glorious study is here!” Lhave been a witness of the enthusiasm 
with which the Hindows expose themselves to probable martyrdom 
by crowding with fanatrcal violence, to only the ordinary wor- 
chip of the idol. At the nrst time of our passing one man was 
trapled to death, and other: were dangerously bruised.. On the 
return of the troops, several moze were much hurt, for there were 
eivht battalions of Sepoys; I obsei ved that the Bramins, who in- 
habited the temple were fat and sleeksjn general, and seemed to be 
despotick lords of the town and its popylation. The contrast be- 
tween the former and the latter was extreme; the people and their 
houses presented the deplorable spectacle of famine, disease, filth, 
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and eruel oppression. I well remember that I felt horrour in march- 
ing through the streets, not only from the above general appearance 
of misery, but from the howlings and screamings of the women, v! 0 
came wringing their hands to the doors of their houses, and fell on 
their knees to the British officers as they passed. The immediate 
cause I do not certainly know, for there was no halt at that time, 
nor any notice taken; but I apprehend that they implored protec- 
tion from the cruel tyranny of their masters. Many of the Hin- 
doos, who are British subjects, are not afraid to speak their senti- 
ments in confidence respecting the character of the Bramins. I re- 
collect that a shopkeeper in the bazaar of the battalion of which I 
had the temporary command, in the campaigns of Marquis Corn- 
wallis, requested me to furnish him with a written passport and 
credentials, as he intended to embark from Madras, and not to re- 
turn to Bengal by land. I inquired the cause of a resolution so un- 
common to a Hindoo, and he told me frankly, that if he were to 
ass by the temple of Juggernaut, the rapacity of the Bramins 
would strip him of all that he had saved in the course of the war by 
his industry: at the same time he spoke of them as remorseless 
plunderers. 
The countenances of the Bramins of Juggernaut had, in geueral, 
a fierceness and wildness of expression, which reminded me of 
maniacks and even demoniacks: yet it was mixed with an intelli- 
gence in the eyes, which seemed to announce “the depths of Satan.” 
I have also seen on other occasions the Braminical priest (like 


_ the priestess of the Delphick Oracle) apparently possessed by his 


demon in a manner incredible and inconceivable, without ocular 
demonstration. 

I have seen their temples ornamented (if I may so speak) with 
all the orders of inferna! architecture, displaying all the sins of the 
cities of the plain in human figures, and exlnbiting evil spirits un- 
der the significant emblems of serpents, toads, alligatcrs, and other 
destructive or abominavle reptiles! Such are the Gods of these 
deluded people; and they are precisely such as St. Paul describes 
them in the first chapter ‘to the Romans, viz. “vile affections. four- 
footed beasts, and creeping things.” ‘Their morality, generally 
speaking, and with few exceptions, is such as may be expected to 
flow from sources so impure, and such as the apostle describes in 
the conclusion of the chapter. 

They are in a degree peculiar to heathen countries, liars, and 
thieves. Purjury is so common as scarcely to be thought a crime. 
I have Kieard a Bramin say, “it 1s God w ho commits all "the sin that 
men commit, for men cannot help it, if they are ordained to it.” 
It is very common with the natives in India to poison each other; I 
once saw a mother take her infant from her bosom, and dash it down 
upon the stones; it is true, that she was in a crowd and much press- 
ed, and the child teazed her by screaming. She was riding ona 
pony ona line of march and the provost guard was behind driving 
on the baggage. Fearful of being overtaken, and perhaps beat. 
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and a" at ihe cries of the child, she cast it down on the rocky 
ound. 

As they make but little scruple to murder each other, so they 
commit suicide with astonishing firmness, and apparent indiffer- 
ence, sometimes by poison, by sword, or by drowning; and this is 
exclusive of religious suicides, such as burning, and burying them- 
selves alive. 

Another source of misery to the superstitious Asiatics, is their 
unbounded belief in, and pretended practice of magick. If a man 
or woman are taken ill, and do not know exactly to what cause to 
ascribe their illness, they generally impute it to witchcraft. They 
then look about for the author; that is to say, they consider who 
hates them, or whom they hate, and then they take it for granted, 
that such person is the witch. The consequence is, either open 
accusation and persecution, or secret revenge; they generally pre- 
fer the incantations of their pretended magicians to the skill and 
medicines of European surgeons, in cases of sickness; and I have 
known instances of death in consequence of this infatuation. 

A Hindoo Sepoy once said to me, “Sir, you Europeans are much 
nearer to God than we Hindoos.” Another Sepoy said, “Sir, my 
religion is, I think, the worst in the world, for we are so bound and 
shackled by prehibitions, and external ceremonies, that life becomes 
a burthen.” 

Surely they, who bring a certain remedy for all these evils, are 
true phitanthrophiote; and as nothing less than “the love of God 
in Christ,’ can inspire such benevolence, there can be no doubt of 
the divine approbation of missionary labours in the great day of 
the Lord Jesus. 

In fine, we can truly appreciate the importance and necessity of 
missionary labours, only by considering, that all the best natural 
qualities of man cannot save the soul from perdition; for this mo- 
mentous end, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, working by love to 
God and man, is indispeasibly necessary. Those who believe this 
(as . Jecidediy do) will be sincere friends to the missionary cause.” 

FROM THE MISSIONARY REGISTER. 
Formation and importance of the Bible Society in Malta. 

We are most happy to announce the formation of a Bible society. 
in a spot so favourable as Malta for the cireulation of the Scrip- 
tures. ‘The establisnment of this institution is no common oc- 
currrence. 

The part which the head of the Roman Catholick church has lately 
taken, in opposing the circulation, without note or comment, of the 
pure word of God, has thrown difficulties in the way of the forma- 
tion and operation of Bible societies in countries where, like Malta 
aud a great part of the European coast of the Mediterranean, the 

ower of that church is dominant: but there are multitudes, even 
in that communion, who have so felt in themselves and witnessed 
in others the benign influence of the Scriptures, that they consider 
it criminal to withheld this bread of life from perishing souls, and 
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some, in the true spirit of martyrdom, are willing to encounter the 
loss of all things, rather than hide the sacred light under a bushel. 

But all the other christian churches round the Mediterranean, be- 
side the Roman Catholick, are so far from inhibiting or fettering the 
circulation of the divine word, that they receive it, when offered to 
them, with joy and gratitude, and hail with exultation the prospect 
of its free distribution among them; and in thus acting, they are 
drawing a deeper and broader line of distinction between them- 
selves and the Roman church than history has yet shown; and will, 
doubtless. recover the primitive truth, and simplicity, and energy 
of the christian church, in proportion as they open among them- 
selves a free access for the light of the Scriptures. 

We are, indeed, sufficiently aware, that, by treaty, the Roman 
Catholick creed is to be left in undisturbed possession of Malta. 
But neither ought christian missionaries in Malta, nor the support- 
ers of a Bible society there to awaken any jealousy in the minds 
of Roman Catholicks. ‘Their object is, the diffusion of the truth, and 
of the records which contain it. wherever, particularly on the shores 
of the Mediterranean and the Euxine, men are found willing to 
receive them. Besides the numerous tribes of Greek, Armenian, 
Syrian, Coptic, and Abyssinian christians, who are eager to receive 
the Scriptures, the Jews and Mahomidans, scattered on the shores 
of these great inland seas, accept, with thankfulness, copies of the 
divine work. 

And, by the good Providence of God, the Scriptures are in pre- 
paration for all these tribes. ‘The British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety, with the Bible society of the Russian empire, and their nume- 
rous fellow-labourers, will, at no great distance of time, almost 
renew the wonders of the day of Pentecost. Parthians, and Medes, 
and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and 
Capadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphilia, in Egypt, 
and in the parts of Lybia about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, 
Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians—all will read in their 
own tongues the wonderfal works of God! The Arabick, Persian, 
Turkish, Tartar, Armenian, and Syriack Scriptures are in part pub- 
lished; and measures are taking for their completion. Mr. Jowett 
will devote himself tu the modern Greek: the Jews’ Society has 
nearly finished the Hebrew New Testament: and measures are in 
progress for preparing the Ethiopick, for the revival of the Abyssi- 
nian churches. An abundant supply of the sacred oracles in all 
the European languages is ready, wherever wanted. 

At such a seasonable time, and under such favourable circum- 
stances, the Bible society at Malta has been formed. It was not 
constituted an auxiliary to the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
because it was thought requisite, in order to allay groundless ap- 
prehensions, to form itself, in some respects, under more restricted 
regulations than that society; particularly with regard to Italian 
Scriptures, which, by one of its rules, are to be circulated by it only 
in the excellent version of Martini, archbishop of Florence, in order 
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to obviate the objections which have been urged against the Protes- 
tant versions. 

The committee of the society consists of three Englishmen, three 
Maltese, and three foreigners. ‘There are three secretaries, who 
are, the Rev. William Jowett, the Rev. Isaac Lowndes, and Dr. 
Cleardo Naudi. 

The establishment of the society is very much due to the zeal 
and exertions of Mr. Henry Drummond, who visited the island 
from Naples, where he had been actively employed in the printing 
of Tracts and the Scriptures in Italian. It was formed by the 
union among themselves of some zealous friends of the great cause; 
not at a publick meeting, assembled as usual for the occasion, as 
circumstances rendered that impracticable. We doubt not but that 
the society will receive that countenance and support from all the 
friends of truth in the Mediterranean, which its objects demand. 
A main point is gained in the establishment of an organized insti- 
tution. Its correspondence will immediately branch out to per- 
haps twenty ports round the Mediterranean, in which places the 
circulation of the rules of the society will make its existence and 
its plan known, and will guide others in pursuing the same object. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society has, with its accustomed 
promptitude and liberality, placed the sum of 5001. at the disposal 
of the Malta Bible Society; beside a large supply ofthe Scriptures 
in various languages. 


—— + 


OBJECTIONS AGAINST FOREIGN MISSIONS, ANSWERED. 


Extract from the third report of the Bristol Church of England 
Missionary Association. 

“Neither are we to be told now, that it is inexpedient to carry 
our labours abroad, while so many remain unconverted at home: 
your committee conceive this to be an objection, which arises from 
spiritual indifference; assuming the garb of zeal to hide its own de- 
formity, like Satan when he appears as an angel of light. Does it 
fullow, that because those, who are afar off, are sought after, these 
who are nigh are neglected? Do not our missionaries, when quit- 
ting our shores for Africa and the east, leave us ina state of com- 
parative blessedness, in a land flowing with milk and honey, with 
means of grace and the ordinances of gospel worship, with the word 
of God in the richest profusion, and opportunities of religious in- 
struction abounding on every side? And are we so selfish, as to 
offer no share of our abundance to our perishing fellow-partakers 
of sin and sorrow, though we know that they are “in a barren and 
dry land, where no water is?” Shall we “eat the fat, and drink the 
sweet, and send no portion to them for whom nothing is prepared?” 
Yes, by sending the gospel abroad we are not chargeable with ne- 
glect at home; rather our Lord’s words are suffered to have their 
full weight with us, “these things ought ye to have done, and not 
to leave the other undone;” and if the divine shepherd left the 
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ninety-nine folded in the wilderness, and went after one sheep that 
was lost, shall not his disciple go after these millions? and shall 
not we mix our joy with that of the angels in heaven over every 
one, that is brought to repentance by him? We have moreove: 
strong and incontestable evidence. that the excitement, which has 
been produced i in behalf of the heathen, has tended in no smal! de- 
gree, under the divine blessing, to the promotion of religious know- 
led e and vital godliness amongst christians at home. 

“But your committee ask, if this cold uncharitable sentiment had 
frozen the hearts of the apostles, and paralized the exertions of 
christians in the first ages of the gospel, what would have been the 
state of Britain at this day? Sunk into the lowest depths of moral 
degradation, of barbarous ignorance, and of cruel and abominable 
superstitions; instead of sending forth the light of the gospel to other 
nations, we ourselves should have been in darkness until now! We 
should now have been worshiping “idols which turn to their own 
decay,” should have been shedding innocent blood, even the blood 
of our sons and our daughters, by offering them to devils, and our 
land would have been defiled with blood. ‘To what means has it 
been owing, under God, that our state is now so changed? Weare 
indebted for it to the compassion of a missionary, uninfluenced by 
that cold principle which makes charity not only to begin at home 
but to end there. He, like the good Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came where we were; and when he saw us, he had compassion on 
us, and bound up the wounds, which idolatry had made, pouring in 
the “wine and oil” of gospel truth and grace. If then we acknow- 
ledge him to have been pre-eminently our “neighbour who thus had 
mercy on us,” the inference applies to every “heart, “oo and do 
thou likewise; should not we have compassion on our fellow-crea- 
tures, even as that first missionary had pity upon us? 

“If we think of the rock of idolatry from which we have been 
hewn, and the hole of the pit of superstition from which we have 
been digged, we cannot “with one accord begin to make this ex- 
cuse.”?> We shall hear the man of Macedonia ¢ crying “come over 
and help us;” we shall listen to the pious moan of the widow on the 
funeral pile, as she lies bound to the corpse of her husband, and 
hasten to “break her bonds asunder, and to cast away those cords 
from her,” nor will injured Africa plead in vain; her cry will reach 
us from the desert; an appeal like that which prophecy declares 
shall be made by Israel, when she too shali turn unto the Lord— 
“Ho to the land shadowing with wings! that sendeth ambassadors 
by the sea, in vessels of bilrushes upon the waters;’°—and our an- 
swer to that call will be an immediate charge to our willing missio- 
naries, “go ye swift messengers toa nation “scattered and peeled, a a 
nation meted out aid trodden down.”? We should remember, that 
too long our messengers to Africa were buf man-stealers, and our 
vessels ‘but floating prisons; that the christian name has been known 
there only as connected with that of “‘persecutor, afilictor, or tor 
mentor;” nor should we rest till, availing ourselves of the means af- 
forded us by the blessing of the abolition of the slave trade. we 
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have banished the horrours we have excited, calmed the bosoms we 
have disturbed, changed their bondage into gospel liberty, and that 
note of alarm and execration which the very sight of a white man 
has raised against us, into a note of joyful welcome, “how beautiful 
on the mountains are the feet of them that publish peace.” 


THE CAUSE OF THE JEWS. 

A letter received in Boston, from Mrs. Hannah More, the cele- 
brated English authoress, dated September 3, states, that the “He- 
brew New Testament is finished; and so great is the demand for it 
that a second edition is printing—Mr. Way, a gentleman of im- 
mense fortune, high character, and who has devoted himself to the 
Jewish cause, is now gone to Petersburg with two German Jews, his 
own converts; one of whom was ordained priest the day before they 
came to take leave of us. ‘The Sultan of Tartary [a christian con- 
vert] is also of the party. ‘They preach to the Jews in the cities 
they pass through.” 


—» +e — 


DOMESTICK. 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

The eighth annual meeting of the American board of commission- 
ers for foreign missions, was holden in Northampton, (Mass.) on 
the 17th, 18th and 19th days of September last. 

Present—Hon. John Treadwell, 1.1. vp. Rev. Joseph Lyman, 
p. D. Kev. Samuel Spring, p.p. Rev Seth Payson, p.v. Rev. 
Jedediah Morse, pv. p. Hon. John Hooker, esq. Rev. Calvin Cha- 

in, p.D. Rev. Jesse Appleton, p. p. Rev. Alex. Proudfit, pv. p. 
Rev. Samuel Worcester, p. p. Rev. Henry Davis, p. v. and Jere- 
miah Evarts, esq. | 

The following are the officers of the board for the present year. 

The Hon. John Treadwell, esq. president. 

Rev. Samuel Spring, p. p. vice-president. 

Rev. Dr. Spring, Rev. Dr. Morse, Rev. Dr. Worcester, and Mr. 
Evarts, prudential committee. 

Rev. Dr. Worcester, corresponding secretary. 

Rev. Dr. Chapin, recording secretary. 

Mr Evarts, treasurer, Mr. A. Adams, auditor. 

The report of the prudential committee was read and accepted; 
also the report of the agents for the Foreign Mission school at 
Cornwall in Connecticut. Dr. Appleton delivered a sermon, by 
the appointment of the board from 1 Cor. i. 21, a copy of which 
was requested for publication. 

‘he prudential committee were authorized to take such mea- 
sures as they should judge expedient, relative to a missionary 
chapel and school-house at Bombay. 

‘The board approved of the doings of the prudential committee in 
reference to the stations they have selected, to which missionaries 
have been sent, and in which schools have been established; also 
the extension of schools to other Indian tribes, under the patron- 
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age, or in concurrence with the authority, of the government of 
the United States. 

The Rev. Jeremiah Day, L. L. p. president of Yale college, was 
unanimously elected a member of the board. 

The thanks of the board were presented to such associations and 
individuals, male and female, as have contributed to the benevolent 
objects of the board. 

The prudential committee were authorized and directed, to erect 
a monumental stone, suitable to the simplicity of the missionary 
character, and with an appropriate inscription, over the grave of 
Mrs. Harriet Newell, at Port Louis in the island of Mauritius, as a 
testimonial of the affectionate and grateful remembrance of her, sa- 
credly cherished by the board. 

The next annual meeting of the board will be at New-Haven, on 
the Thursday, next succeeding the second Wednesday of Septem- 
ber, 1818. 

The Rev. Dr. Spring will preach on the occasion, or in case of 
his failure, the Rev. Dr. Payson. Recorder. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


Mr. Epvrror,—It may not be uninteresting to some of the read- 
ers of your useful journal to know, that in a select academy of our 
city, the Sabbath morning is devoted to the recitation of Scripture. 
The principal makes it a sine gua non, in his arrangements with 
the parents, that all the pupils committed to his care, shall attend 
at the academy every Sabbath morning, where they recite as many 
verses, as they have had leisure and inclination to commit during 
the hours of recreation from academical duty. Such is the emula- 
tion excited among the youth, that within twelve months, several 
of them have committed nearly the whole of the four gospels. One 
youth, in particular, James Ward, has, in less than six months, 
committed the four gospels and part of the Acts of the Apostles. 
At one recitation, he repeated the astonishing number of six hun- 
dred verses, committed at leisure hours during the week. 

What an incalculable extent of good might be done for ‘the 
church and the world, were parents and instructors to adopt a sim- 
ilar plan! The most lasting benefit we can confer on children, is 
early to make them acquainted with the lively oracles of truth. 
Little did the pious mother of Timothy calculate on the rich har- 
vest of usefulness and glory, which was to spring up from the pre- 
cious seed thus sown in ms youthful mind. Then, let instructors 
sow in faith, the incorruptible seed of the word, and God will wa- 
ter it with the fertilizing dews of his grace. Ww. 
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, ANECDOTE. 

A poor man under bodily.affliction, and who had for a Jong time 
been under severe trials in procuring the means of support for 
himselfand family; but had hitherto been indifferent as to the con- 
cerns of his soul, and did not distinguish between truth and errour 
when he occasionally attended a place of worship; was visited by a 
gentleman, who gave him the tract entitled, “A Letter on Affic- 
tion.”” The tract was blessed as a happy mean of leading him to 
consider his ways, and to flee for refuge to the hope set before him 
in the gospel. ‘The person who gave him the tract, having taken 
him into his employ, has had an opportunity of noticing his dail 
walk, and conceives there is good ground to conclude that a wom | 
of saving grace has been effected, through the means of that feeble 
preacher. The man’s wife has also been brought to attend on the 
preaching of the gospel, and appears to be in some measure im- 
pressed with the importance of divine things. 





HYMN. 


In vain my fancy strives to paint 
The moment after death: 

The glories that surround the saints, 
When yielding up their breath. 


One gentle sigh their fetters breaks, 
We scarce can say, “they’re gone!” 
Before the willing spirit takes 
Her mansion near the throne. 


Faith strives, but all its efforts fail, 
To trace her in her flight; 

No eye can pierce within that vail, 
Which hides that world of light. 


This much (and this is all) we know, 
They are completely biest; 

Have lenl with sin, and care, and wo, 
And with their Saviour rest. 


On harps of gold they praise his name, 
His face they always view; 

Then let us followers be of them, 
‘That we may praise him too. 

While they have gain’d, we losers are, 
We miss them day by day; 

But thou canst ev’ry breach repair, 
And wipe our tears away. 


wane 
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